Translation from Bulgarian language
STATUTE

of

BULGARIAN FOOTBALL UNION

Chapter One

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section I

Legal Status, Registered Office and Terms of Office

Designation 
Article 1 (1) The Bulgarian Football Union, hereinafter referred to as “BFU”, was established on June 27th 1985 in Sofia.

(2) BFU is successor of the traditions and carries on the activity of the Bulgarian Football Federation.

Legal Status

Article 2 (1) The BFU is a non-profit organization uniting football clubs (FCs) and their associations that are registered as legal entities at the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria.

(2) The BFU operates for public benefit as a football sports federation according to the provisions of the Physical Education and Sports Act (PESA) and the Law on Non-Profit Corporate Bodies.

(3) The BFU is the ultimate sports organization acknowledged by FIFA and UEFA that represents the Bulgarian football both in the country and abroad.

(4) The BFU operates in conformity with the Bulgarian legislation and the rules for international administration and cooperation in the field of sports.

Membership in FIFA, UEFA and other organizations
Article 3 (1) The BFU is a member of Federation Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) and Union des Associations Europeens de Football (UEFA). As member of these organizations, the BFU undertakes the following:

1. To observe the principles of honesty, respectability and sportsmanship according to the rules for Fair play. 

2. To keep to both the of Football Laws of the Game approved by the Board of the International Football Association and the rules of Futsal and Beach Football, approved by the FIFA Executive committee;

3. To observe the Statutes, Regulations, directives and resolutions of FIFA and UEFA which together with the FIFA Ethic Code are mandatory for BFU;

4. To acknowledge and fulfil the operative resolutions of the independent Court of Arbitration for Sport with headquarter in Lausanne, Switzerland. 

5. To create, acknowledge and fulfil the operative resolutions of the independent Arbitration Court to the Bulgarian Football Union;

6. To co-operate the Bulgarian Professional Football League (PFL), Amateur Football League (AFL), clubs, players, officials, match agents and players’ agents – through their statutes, licenses, registration or any other admissible by the law way, and to observe and agree with the BFU statute and regulations.

(2) The BFU is a member of the Bulgarian Olympic Committee (BOC), and by decision of the general assembly of the union (the Congress) BFU may also be a member of other national sports organizations.

Registered Office and Address

Article 4 The BFU has registered office and address of management in Sofia, “Vitosha” District, 18 “Vitoshko Lale” Str.

Term of Office

Article 5 The BFU is established for an indefinite period of time.

Symbols

Article 6 (1) The BFU has a seal and symbols – logo, badge and flag, as well as information publications. 

(2) The BFU seal is a round one. In the middle there is a stylized football ball and around it there is an inscription “Bulgarian Football Union”. At the seal base there is a pentagonal star.

(3) The BFU logo is a round one. In the middle there is a stylized in black and white colours football ball, and round it is written “Bulgarian Football Union” in black letters and pentagonal star. Horizontally the logo is coloured in the colours of the Bulgarian flag – white, green and red. Change in the logo shall be done after a decision and under a procedure specified by the Executive Committee.
(4) The BFU badge is a round one. In the middle there is a stylized in black and white colours football ball, and round it is written “Bulgarian Football Union” and at the base there is a pentagonal star. Horizontally the logo is coloured in the colours of the Bulgarian flag – white, green and red. Round the inscription there is golden stylize garland of laurel leaves.

(5) The BFU flag is white. In the center of the flag is situated the coloured logo of BFU.

(6) The symbols are BFU exclusive property. Their use shall be following the procedure stipulated by the Executive Committee of the BFU.

Section II

Principles

Neutrality

Article 7 During the operation of the BFU, the bodies and officials within the union system shall maintain neutrality towards political parties and religious communities, and their public manifestations.

Banning on Discrimination

Article 8 (1) No discrimination in the BFU’s operation is allowed towards countries, organizations, groups of people or physical persons, on the grounds of race, nationality, sex, origin, and ethnic, religious, political or other affiliation.

(2) BFU declares and shall manifest zero tolerance against racism and all other forms of discrimination.
(3) In case of violation under Paragraph 1, the football club-member shall be imposed sanctions by the Disciplinary Commission pursuant to the BFU Disciplinary Rules and under the procedure provided in the Statute or the internal regulations of the BFU.

Encouraging Friendly Relations

Article 9 (1) The BFU encourages friendly relations between the affiliated FCs-members, players, coaches and other officials participating in football competitions, as well as in other football actions, in order to implement the objectives provided by the Statute.

(2) All persons and organizations related to the football game must comply with the Statute and the other internal regulations of the BFU, as well as the principles of fair play, loyalty, understanding, honesty and sportsmanship.

(3) The BFU adopts rules and appoints the necessary authorities for settling disputes that may arise between affiliated FCs, players, coaches and other officials while implementing their mutual relationship within the union’s system.

Observing the Players’ Statute

Article 10 (1) Players’ statute, the transfer procedures and conditions, and the procedure for their registration are stipulated in regulations ratified by the Executive Committee.

(2) The Executive Committee provides and controls the observance of the regulations mentioned in Paragraph 1 that must comply with the FIFA provisions on the players’ statute and transfers and the Bulgarian legislation.

Observing the Laws of the Football Game

Article 11 The FCs – members of the BFU must observe the laws of the football game specified by the FIFA competent body when participating in the football competitions that are organized and administered by the union.

Legitimacy of the Resolutions of the BFU Bodies

and the Actions of the BFU Officials

Article 12 When executing their authorities the BFU bodies and the officials shall comply with the union’s Statute and internal regulations, the rules, ordinances, provisions and resolutions of BFU, FIFA and UEFA, as well as FIFA Code of Ethics.

Participation of a player in the national team

Article 13 (1) Participation in the national team is a duty and honour for each invited football player.

(2) The football club were the invited football player is registered must provide any necessary assistance to ensure the participation of the player.

Observing the Principles of the Fair Play.

Ban on Using Doping and Other Prohibited Drugs
Article 14 (1) The championships and tournaments are held in compliance with the principles of the fair play.

(2) BFU shall counteract to any attempts to manipulate or influence the development or the outcome of a football match and shall impose sanctions in case of established unlawful acts. BFU shall cooperate and submit the necessary assistance to the law protecting authorities of the Republic of Bulgaria, FIFA and UEFA for the prevention and detection of such events in the Bulgarian football.

(3) The use of doping or the use of prohibited substances or methods in championships and tournaments by players, coaches, staff or officials is prohibited.

Section III

Objectives and Instruments

Objectives

Article 15 The BFU objectives are as follows:

1. Promotion of football as sport game and facilitating its distribution on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria by implementation of youth and other programs for the football development and with the objective to strengthen its integrating, educational, cultural and humanitarian values;

2. Development of organizational and administrative, and sporting and technical regulations in the field of football, as well as managing their application and controlling their observance;

3. Organization and implementation of the national calendar of sports;

4. Management and control for other football competitions played on country’s territory;

5. Protection of the interest of the FCs-members of the union before the state authorities, local self-government authorities and other non-profit legal entities;

6. Providing management for the implementation and application of the FIFA and UEFA regulations, as well as ensuring and controlling their observance by the FCs- members of the union;

7. Limitation and prevention of actions that infringe the fair play of football competitions or constitute acts of football abuse;

8. Establishing international sports relations in the field of football in all aspects of this game;

9. Organization and realization of matches between the national football teams and the representative teams of other national football federations;

10. Strengthening the positions of the national and international prestige of the Bulgarian football;

11. Assisting the development of children and junior football, women’s football, futsal and beach football;

12. Undertaking measures for preventing and combating against doping use and violence in football.

13. Reacting against simulation in the play.

Instruments
Article 16 (1) The BFU is approving and implementing programs for the football development in the country prepared in conformity with the national program for development of physical education and sports as well as the FIFA and UEFA programs.

(2) The BFU accepts financial or material aid from the state, municipalities, public organizations, commercial entities and other entities for the development of football if and when accepting this aid both the BFU independence or self-dependence and free decision making by its bodies will not be threaten of restricted.

(3) The BFU provides the football clubs with organizational and methodical assistance.

(4) The BFU is organizing training of football players, coaches, referees and other officials for the implementation of football competitions.

(5) The BFU is supporting methodologically the FCs when using the sports sites and facilities (provided according to the legal procedure) that are property of the state, municipalities, companies and other entities.

(6) The BFU is developing and carrying out measures jointly with the competent state authorities against the use of doping and the violence in stadiums, according to the laws and the international treaties that are valid in the Republic of Bulgaria.

Section IV

Operation of the BFU

Operation for Public Benefit

Article 17 (1) The BFU is organizing the development of football in the country as part of the national system for physical education and sports.

(2) The BFU is cooperating with the state authorities, the local self-government authorities, other non-profit legal entities and the citizens for recognition of football’s social importance and for achievement of the BFU objectives. BFU preserves its full independence when taking resolutions for the cooperation implementation.

Scope of Activity

Article 18 (1) The BFU is organizing and implementing, according age groups and sex, the national football championships and tournaments in all aspects of the game. BFU is announcing the national football champions in the respective leagues and divisions.

(2) The BFU is granting, denying, cancelling or suspending the FCs license for participation in the national football championships under the conditions and the procedure stipulated by the BFU’s internal regulations.

(3) The BFU offers to the competent state authority for the physical education and sports management, it’s FCs – members to be issued, cancelled or suspended of sports license under the conditions and the procedure provided in the Physical Education and Sports Act or in the bylaw for its application.

(4) The BFU is organizing the preparation and the participation of the national teams in all international football competitions.

(5) The BFU announces to FIFA, UEFA and the other international sports organizations the football clubs that are eligible and are in conformity with the established rules for participation in the football competitions organized by these organizations.

Sporting and Technical Regulations

Article 19 (1) The BFU is adopting regulations, ordinances and other internal documents that stipulate:

1. The structure and the procedure for the football championships, tournaments and other competitions, the statute of football clubs, football players, coaches and referees; the medical officials, and the agents of players.

2. The organization and control for preventing the use of prohibited substances and prohibited methods by football players and officials, and for imposing sanctions;

3. The national sports calendar;

4. The sporting rights of football players and the procedures and conditions for the transfers/assignments;

5. The violation of discipline and the respective penalties, as well as the procedure for establishing such violations and imposing penalties;

6. The powers, members, organization and activity of the Court of Arbitration;

7. Assistance for the legal defence of the football clubs;

8. The procedure and criteria for the national clubs licensing and the sanctions for admitted violations.

(2) The instruments under Paragraph 1 will comply with the regulations of FIFA and UEFA, and the Bulgarian legislation.
Chapter Two

RIGHTS AND LIABILITIES OF MEMBERS

Section I

Membership in the BFU

Members of the BFU

Article 20 (1) Members of the BFU can be football clubs that are registered as legal entities according to the Law on Non-Profit Corporate Bodies(LNPCB) or the Commerce Act (CA), comply with the requirements for sport clubs stipulated in the Physical Education and Sports Act (PESA) and shall perform training and sporting activity in the football sport only.

(2) No individual membership of physical persons is allowed.

(3) The membership in the BFU is voluntarily, without restrictions regarding the political, ethnic or religious affiliation of persons that are members of the football clubs.

Acceptance

Article 21 (1) Football clubs are accepted as members based on a decision of the BFU General meeting (Congress). No FC can become a member if at a later stage it takes a name concurrent to the name of a FC which is already a regular member of the BFU, unless the interested club has granted their permission.

(2) Clubs become members by submitting a written application at the BFU Executive Committee. The following documents shall be enclosed to the application:

1. Minutes of a session of the competent (according to the legislation and the Statute) governing body of the football club - applicant where the decisions for membership in the BFU were taken, as well as for accepting the BFU Statute and the FIFA and UEFA statutes and regulations;

2. Court decision or other document for registration, and certificate for current state of the FC-applicant from the register in the relevant court or in the trade register.

3. Statute and regulation(s) of the FC-applicant;

4. List of the members of the governing bodies and other officials of the FC;

5. Declaration with notary verification of the signatures of the members of the governing body specifying that they shall observe the statutes, regulations and resolutions of FIFA, UEFA and the BFU, and that the FC – applicant shall be responsible for their observance by its members, football players and officials;

6. Declaration with notary verification of the signatures of the members of the governing body specifying that the FC – applicant shall observe the current laws of the football game;

7. Declaration with notary verification of the signatures of the members of the governing body specifying that the FC – applicant shall acknowledge the exclusive competence of the BFU disciplinary bodies, and those of the Arbitration Court to the BFU and FIFA Court of Arbitration for Sport with head office in Lausanne, Switzerland, for discussing and solving all disputes.

8. Declaration with notary verification of the signatures of the members of the governing body specifying that the FC – applicant shall organize and its teams shall participate in all host football matches at the territory of the country;

9. Declaration with notary verification of the signatures of the members of the governing body specifying that according to the legal status and the articles of association of the FC – applicant, its governing bodies can take decision individually and independently from external organizations.

10. Other documents, if needed, after a decision of the BFU Executive Committee.

(3) The BFU Executive Committee approves the application upon considering that the FC has established the necessary conditions for the development and improvement of the football game. After the Executive Committee has approved the application and before it is considered by the Congress, the respective FC shall exercise the rights and carry out the liabilities of a the BFU member except for the right to summon a congress, the voting right for the Congress and the right to offer candidates to be elected in union’s bodies.
(4) A football club that is approved under the procedure of Paragraph 3 shall pay an annual membership fee of 50% of the membership fee for regular BFU member.

Section II

Rights and Liabilities of the Members

Members are Equal in Rights

Article 22 All members of the BFU are equal in rights and liabilities stipulated by this Statute.

Right for Associating

Article 23. Members of the BFU can associate on professional or sporting-technical basis providing that they shall observe the provisions of this Statute and the internal regulations of the union.

Member’s Rights
Article 24 Each member of the BFU is entitled:

1. To participate in the operation of the union in order to achieve the objectives set in the Statute;

2. To participate in the operation of the Congress according to the representation specified in the Statute;

3. To offer candidates to be elected in the union’s bodies;

4. To put for discussion and decision by union’s competent bodies important issues related to the development of football in the country;

5. To participate in the championships, tournaments and other football competitions organized by the BFU;

6. To be informed about the operation of the BFU’s bodies, as well as to request for and receive copies of their resolutions;

7. To exercise without limitation all other rights stipulated by the BFU’s Statute and the internal regulations.

Liabilities of the Members

Article 25 (1) Each member of the BFU must:

1. Observe the Statute and the internal regulations of the union, as well as to provide for their observance by its own members;

2. Fulfil the decision both of the Congress and the Executive Committee;

3. Participate in the championships, tournaments and other competitions and sport activities organized by the BFU;

4. Pay in proper time its membership fees, license fees, and fees for referees, delegates, etc., provided for in the internal BFU documents;

5. Observe the laws of the football game that are set out by the competent authority of FIFA, as well as to provide for their observance by its own football players and officials who participate in football competitions;

6. Observe the principles of honesty and good sportsmanship in its relations with other members of the union.

(2) The FCs - members must notify the BFU about any changes in their articles of association and their representatives following the form and procedure specified by the Executive Committee.

(3) No changes can be made in the legal and organizational structure of the FCs - members if such changes restrict the authorities of their governing bodies as well as the possibility to make resolutions individually and independently from external organizations.

(4) It is not permitted that physical person or legal entity will control directly or through related persons two or more football clubs participating in a single competition or championship.

(5) The procedure for providing control and the consequences upon establishing violations on a ban shall be specified by the BFU Executive Committee in its Regulation on Football Championships and Tournaments for the current sports competition year.

Penalties

Article 26 (1) Proper penalties shall be imposed in case of non-fulfilment of own liabilities or non-observance of the requirements stipulated by the Statute or the internal regulations of the BFU on behalf of FC, football players, coaches, referees, officials and medical persons who participate in football competitions.

(2) The type of penalties, the cases and the procedure for their imposing shall be stipulated in the regulations of the respective bodies of the BFU.

Section III

Termination of Membership

Reasons for Termination of Membership

Article 27 (1) The membership in the BFU will be terminated in the following cases:

1. by unilateral statement to the Executive Committee of the BFU based on a decision of the competent governing body of the respective FC and submitted at union’s office;

2. in case of FC legal entity wind-up or its declaration of bankruptcy;

3. in case of disqualification.

(2) In the cases specified in Item 1 of the above paragraph the membership will be terminated if all the financial and other material liabilities of the club in concern to the BFU or other union’s member are settled.

(3) Membership termination is stated by decision of BFU Executive Committee.

Exclusion
Article 28 (1) A football club can be excluded due to:

1. Consistent violation of the Statute and other internal instruments of BFU, and the Statutes, regulations, directives or resolutions of FIFA or UEFA;

2. Conduct or actions of FC members or officials that makes further membership incompatible;

(2) The decision for exclusion is approved by the Executive Committee of BFU.

(3) The appeal against the decision from paragraph 2 does not stop its execution.

Disqualification

Article 29 (1) A football club which does not pay the fees due for membership and license or does not participate in BFU’s championships and other sport events for one sporting year shall be disqualified from the union unless there are objective reasons for it.

(2) The disqualification shall be established with a decision of the Executive Committee that can be appealed before the Congress.

(3) If a football club is disqualified it cannot exercise its rights of a BFU member, including the voting right for the Congress and the right to offer candidates to be elected in union’s bodies.

Chapter Three

STRUCTURE AND BODIES OF THE BFU

Section I

Structure of the BFU

Governing Bodies

Article 30 (1) The supreme body of the BFU is the general assembly (Congress).

(2) The governing body of the BFU is the board of managers (Executive Committee).

(3) The President of BFU is representative and executive body of BFU.

(4) The Executive Director of BFU is supreme administrative body of BFU.

Bureau of the BFU Executive Committee

Article 31 (1) The President, the First Vice-President, the Vice-Presidents and a member of the Executive Committee (EC) appointed by the President for every separate case, form an EC Bureau. The EC Bureau is summoned by the President of BFU for solving urgent issues being of the EC competence in the period between its sessions.

(2) If needed, advance consultations will be carried out with the PFL, AFL and the Association of the Bulgarian Football players.

(3) The EC Bureau resolutions come into force upon their adoption and they are approved by the EC on its next session.

Mandate and Conditions for Election of Governing Bodies
Article 32 (1) The mandate of the President and the EC members is four years.

(2) The persons under Paragraph (1) shall perform their powers till the new election.

(3) For president and for EC members can be nominated Bulgarian citizens who were not:

1. Convicted for deliberate criminal offence of general character nevertheless consequent rehabilitation;

2. Aged 70 years of age as of the date of vote.

(4) The candidate for president is not allowed to participate in the governing body of political party, organization or movement that is carrying out political activity.

Incompatibility

Article 33 (1) The President, the members of the EC and the Chairmen of the Standing Commissions are not allowed to be appointed for staff members in the BFU administration.

(2) The President cannot take part in the governing body of a political party, organization or movement that is carrying out political activity.

Auxiliary Bodies
Article 34 (1) When exercising their authorities provided by the legislation, the Statute and the internal regulations of the BFU, the governing bodies are assisted both by standing and temporary committees, and the BFU administration.

(2) The number and the names of the standing committees are stipulated by the Statute and their activity, authorities and operation – by the internal regulations of the BFU.

(3) For Chairman and Deputy Chairman of any standing committees can also be elected EC members unless otherwise provided in the statute.

(4) The administration provides assistance for the organization and the operation of other BFU bodies, as well as for the interaction between them.

(5) If required, committees and other auxiliary bodies can also be established with decision of the Executive Committee.

Section II

Congress of the BFU

Congress
Article 35 (1) The Congress consists of delegates that are nominated by the FC – members of BFU according to the procedure specified in the Statute.

(2) The President and the members of the Executive Committee participate in the work of the Congress without voting right unless they are nominated for delegates.

(3) The Congress for electing President and members of the Executive Committee is held every four years unless law or the statutes provide other.

Authority of the Congress

Article 36 (1) The Congress:

1. Modifies and amends the Statute;

2. Passes other internal regulations;

3. Elects and releases from office the President and the members of the Executive Committee;

4. Elects a honorary president and honorary member of the Executive Committee

5. Accepts, temporarily deprives of rights and excludes members;

6. Takes resolutions to participate in FIFA, UEFA and other international sports organizations regarding football-related problems, and also considers and approves proposals addressed these same organizations;

7. Takes resolutions on restructuring and liquidation of the BFU;

8. Takes resolutions on the obligation to pay membership fee and its amount;

9. Accepts the main directions and the operating program of the BFU;

10. Passes the report about the operation of the Executive Committee and the BFU budget for the next program period;

11. Overrules resolutions of the other bodies of the BFU that contradict with the legislation, the Statute or other internal regulations stipulating the operation of the BFU and for which there is no procedure in the BFU internal regulations to appeal them;

12. Solves also other issues set under its competence by the Statute or the law.

(2) The resolutions of the Congress are binding on the other bodies of the BFU.

(3) The resolutions of the Congress are subject of legal control about their conformity with law and compliance with the statute.
Summoning the Congress

Article 37 (1) The Congress is summoned by the Executive Committee with invitation:
1. by its own initiative, or 
2. upon the request of 1/3 of the regular FCs – members of BFU.

(2) The Congress is held in the populated area where the BFU’s registered office is located.

(3) The request under Paragraph 1, item 2, must include an agenda of the Congress. If within two weeks since the submission of the request at the BFU register office, the Executive Committee does not send a written invitation for Congress summoning, the Congress shall be summoned by the court (corresponding to BFU’s registered office) upon a written request from the interested members or person authorized by them. The Executive Director informs FIFA and UEFA for the congress date and agenda.

(4) The invitation must contain the agenda, the date, the time and the place for holding the Congress, as well as the name of the body that summons it.

(5) The invitation shall be promulgated in the Register of the Non-profit Legal Entities kept by the Registry Agency and shall be put on the bulletin board in the building of BFU’s management at least one month before the specified date.

Selection of Delegates
Article 38 (1) For participation in a Congress, summoned in accordance with the procedure provided by law and in the statute, each FC – regular member of the BFU shall appoint one delegate according to its own articles of association and the law by which it is registered.

(2) The delegates must be members or must participate in the governing bodies of the club that they are representing.

(3) One delegate may represent only the club that has appointed him/her, and no re-authorization is allowed.

(4) The selection of delegates is carried out at least 20 days before the congress day. The names of the delegates must be submitted at the office of the BFU at least 15 days before the opening of the Congress, and the fulfilment of the requirements specified in the abovementioned paragraph is verified using a method specified by the Executive Committee.

Candidates for President and Members of the Executive Committee

Article 39 (1) The candidates for President a nominated by the Football clubs – members and the Executive Committee of the BFU. The proposals must be submitted at BFU’s register office at least 15 days and published at least 10 days before the date of holding the Congress.
(2) The candidates for members of the Executive Committee are nominated by the newly elected President and by the FCs – members of BFU. The Professional Football League, the Amateur Football League and the Association of the Bulgarian Football players may nominate one candidate each. Persons who are not members of a football club can be also nominated for members of the Executive Committee.

Proposals for Amendments and Addendums of the Statute

Article 40 (1) Proposals for amendments and addendums of union’s Statute shall be made by the football clubs – members or the Executive Committee.

(2) The football clubs must submit their proposals at BFU’s register office before the date of holding the Congress, in written and stating the reasons for amendment and/or addendum.
(3) The proposals by a football club are discussed by the Congress only if these are supported by at least 1/3 of the football clubs - members of the union.

Quorum

Article 41 The Congress is legitimate if more than half of the regularly nominated delegates of all the football clubs – members are present. In case there is no quorum the Congress shall be postponed for one hour at the same place and under the same agenda. A postponed Congress can be held irrelevant to the number of delegates present.

Sessions of the Congress

Article 42 (1) The sessions of the Congress are chaired by the President or authorized by him Vice-president or other member of the Executive Committee.

(2) The following commissions are elected to assist the work of the Congress:

1. Commission for verification of delegates’ eligibility;

2. Commission for the election of President and members of the Executive Committee;

3. Commission for the amendments in the Statute;

4. Commission for the resolutions and the minutes.

(3) Upon decision of the congress, other commissions can also be established.

Voting

Article 43 (1) Each delegate is entitled of one vote.

(2) The resolutions of the Congress are taken by open vote ballot.
(3) The elections of President and members of the Executive Committee are taken by secret vote ballot.

Passing Resolutions

Article 44 (1) The Congress resolutions are passed by majority of the delegates present.

(2) The resolutions for amendments and addendums to the Statute, for changing the registered office, for transformation and liquidation of the BFU can be taken by majority of 2/3 of the delegates present.

(3) The President is elected with majority of the delegates present. In case none of the candidates for President shall receive the required number of votes, a second voting shall hold where shall participate the two candidates who received the highest number of votes during the first voting.

(4) The resolutions of the Congress shall enter into force immediately, unless their action has not been reprieved. The resolutions regarding the registration of facts envisaged by law are subject of registration in the Register of the Non-profit Legal Entities kept by the Registry Agency.

5) The Congress cannot pass resolutions on issues that are not included in the agenda specified in the invitation.

Minutes of Congress Session
Article 45 (1) The minutes of the sessions are prepared by the secretary office of the Congress.

(2) The minutes are signed by the Chairman of the session and the members of the secretary office, and after verification by the commission elected by the congress.
Authority of the President

Article 46 (1) The President represents the BFU before the state authorities, local self-government authorities, legal entities and physical persons in the country and abroad.

(2) The President manages all the operations of the BFU by:

1. Organizing and being responsible for the implementation of the resolutions of the Congress and the Executive Committee;

2. Controlling the operation of union’s bodies for achieving the objectives specified in the Statute;

3. Organizing and performing the relations of the union with FIFA, UEFA and the other international and national sports organizations.

4. Resolving all issues related to the management of the BFU, which are not within the exclusive competence of the Executive Committee or of the General Assembly, and may delegate these rights or part of them to a member of the Executive Committee or to the Executive Director.

(3) The President is the authorizing officer of BFU’s budget. He can assign to the Executive Director the performance of certain actions for disbursement with funds from the budget.

Replacing the President

Article 47 (1) In case the President is absent his powers shall be exercised by the first Vice-president or any other Vice-president after proper authorization.

(2) In case of resignation, established incompatibility under Article 33, permanent inability to perform his duties or death, the powers of the President shall be exercised by the First Vice-president; If the First Vice-president is not capable or he refuses, then another Vice-president appointed by the Executive Committee and until a new Congress is held.

Section IV

Executive Committee

Legal Status and Members
Article 48 (1) The Executive Committee is representing BFU through the president and is organizing the BFU operation in the period between two congresses.

(2) The Executive Committee consists of 15 persons and it includes:

1. The President;

2. The First Vice-President;

3. Two Vice-Presidents; and
4. Eleven members.

(3) During its first session after the elections, the Executive Committee elects among its members the First Vice-President and the two Vice-Presidents.

(4) The Executive Committee shall determine the powers other than those provided for in the Statute and the limitations in the representative power of the President, Vice-Presidents and Members as well as the order of to exercise them.

(5) The members of the Executive Committee cannot be elected for members or shall not participate otherwise in the work f the Referee Commission and the disciplinary bodies of the BFU.

Powers of the Executive Committee

Article 49 The Executive Committee shall:

1. Summon the Congress of the BFU, and shall organize and manage the preparation for its holding;

2. Provide for the fulfilment of the resolutions of BFU’s congress;

3. Organize and provide for the compliance of the Statute and the other internal regulations by the members of the BFU and its other bodies;

4. Administer the assets of the BFU in compliance with the requirements of the law and the Statute;

5. Prepare and pass a draft budget to the Congress for the program period in concern;

6. Prepare and submit to the Congress the statement on the operation for the program period in concern;

7. Appoint a certified public accountant and shall approve the annual financial statement he/she had certified;

8. Specify the procedure and shall organizes the operation of the BFU and shall be responsible for it;

9. Approve the BFU organizational and administrative structure of the BFU;

10. Appoint the coaches of the national football teams;

11. Appoint the chairmen and the vice-chairmen of the standing committees and shall approve the regulations for their organization and operation;

12. Appoint the chairmen, vice-chairmen and members of the disciplinary bodies and shall approve the regulations for their organization and operation;

13. Appoint and dismiss the Executive Director after the President’s proposal;

14. Offer the Congress persons with special merits for football as honorary president and honorary member of the Executive Committee and shall approve the conditions for their election and their status;

15. Approve the internal regulations within the BFU system;

16. Pass resolutions on all issues that in conformity with the law or in compliance with the Statute are not under the authority of any other body;

17. Determine the remuneration of officials or authorities of the BFU;

18. Approve a Strategy for Development of Football, Ethical Rules and Rules for the Prevention and Detection of Conflicts of Interest within the BFU system;

19. Fulfil the liabilities provided by the Statute.
Sessions of the Executive Committee

Article 50 (1) The sessions of the Executive Committee are held at least once per three month.

(2) The sessions are summoned by the President via a written invitation and if he is absent – by the First Vice-President or another Vice-President appointed by the Executive Committee for each individual case. The President must summon a session of the Executive Committee if there is a written request for this from 1/3 of all members of the committee.

(3) The invitation shall contain the agenda, date, time and place for holding the session and it shall be sent via email, fax or delivered personally against signature to all the members of the Executive Committee at least five working days before the specified day.

(4) During the session each member of the Executive Committee may request to discuss specific issues. The request must be submitted in written to BFU administration.

(5) The Executive Director participates in the sessions without voting right.

(6) The minutes of the session shall be drawn up by a record-keeper, signed by the chairman, by all the members of the Executive Committee and by the record-keeper under a procedure determined by the Executive Committee.

Passing Resolutions by the Executive Committee

Article 51 (1) The Executive Committee can pass a resolution if more than half of its members are present at the session.

(2) The resolutions are passed with majority of the present members and the resolutions under Article 47, Item 4 and 8 are passed with majority of all the members. In case of equal number of votes the President has the decisive vote.

(3) The resolutions of the Executive Committee enter into force immediately, unless if their action has been reprieved.
Section V

Standing Committees
Standing Committees
Article 52 (1) The standing committees are:

1. Financial Committee;

2. Sporting and Technical Committee;

3. Referees Committee;

4. Legal Committee;

5. Women’s Football Committee;

6. Juniors and Youth Football Committee;

7. Committee for Futsal and Grassroots Football;

8. Beach Football Committee;

9. Sporting and Medical Committee;

10. Ethics and Fair Play Committee;

11. Media Committee;

12. Committee for the Football Agents;

13. Technical Committee;

14. Committee for Work with Veterans.

(2) The members of the committees under Paragraph 1 that are not elected by the Executive Committee are appointed by the President upon proposal of the Executive Director.

(3) The organization and the operation of the committees are stipulated by regulations that are ratified by the Executive Committee.

(4) The resolutions of the committees in conformity with their authorities are mandatory for the football clubs after they enter into force according to the procedure specified in the regulations from the former paragraph.

(5) The chairmen represent the committees before the other BFU bodies and submit to the Executive Committee reports about their operation.

(6) The committees can propose amendments and addendums to the internal instruments that stipulate the relations concerning the powers and the operation of the committee in concern.

Financial Committee

Article 53 (1) The Financial Committee is organizing and controlling the funding and spending of BFU’s funds. The committee can propose improvement of the management and the administration of union’s assets.

(2) The committee assists the operation of the other auxiliary bodies when composing the BFU budget, analyzes the financial statements and submits them at the Executive Committee for approval.

Sporting and Technical Committee

Article 54 (1) The Sporting and Technical Committee is organizing and administrating the football competitions being held by BFU in conformity with the Statute provisions, FIFA and UEFA rules, and the internal regulations of the union as well as the control on their performance. 
(2) Considers and analyzes all matters regarding the status, the competitive and transfer rights of the football players.

Referees Committee

Article 55 (1) The Referees Committee provides the introduction of the laws of the football game in the system of the BFU and is controlling their observance.

(2) The committee is organizing, implementing and controlling the education of football referees and their training, appoints referees for football games in the championships, tournaments and other competitions held by the BFU in conformity with rules approved by the BFU Executive Committee.

(3) The committee is passing judgments on the interpretation and application of the laws of the football game and on all disputes related with the work of football referees during football competitions, as well as during other sport activities within the system of the union.

Legal Committee

Article 56 The Legal Committee is considering the legal issues related to football and is developing projects for amendments and addendums in the Statute, the regulations, the rules and other instruments of the BFU; it is considering and delivering judgments with regard to the conformity of the articles of association of union’s members with the union’s internal regulations; It gives opinions on disputed or unclear issues presented by the BFU Executive Committee, BFU Zone Councils or Regional Councils or the Executive Director as well as opinions on drafts of laws or sub-legislative regulations on the football issues.
Women’s Football Committee

Article 57 (1) The Women’s Football Committee is organizing and supporting the administration of football competitions involving girls and women.
(2) The committee is investigating, analyzing and delivering judgments on issues related to the women football.

Juniors and Youth Football Committee

Article 58 (1) The Juniors and Youth Football Committee is organizing, performing and coordinating the work of the BFU for development of the juniors and youth football in the country.
(2) The committee is organizing and providing the holding of football competitions for juniors and youth.

Committee for Futsal and Grassroots Football 
Article 59 The Committee for Futsal and Grassroots Football is organizing and holding futsal grassroots football competitions and it is delivering judgments with regard to all the issues related to their practicing and development.

Sporting and Medical Committee

Article 60 The Sporting and Medical Committee is investigating, analyzing and delivering judgments on all issues related to sports medicine.

Ethics and Fair Play Committee

Article 61 (1) The Ethics and Fair Play Committee is hearing and delivering judgments on all issues related to football ethics and the observance of fair play principles.

(2) The Commission is hearing and delivering judgments on signals or complaints for violations of Ethics Rules and Rules for the Prevention and Detection of Conflicts of Interest within the BFU system.
(3) The Commission proposes to the Disciplinary Committee for imposing penalties in case of established violations.

Media Committee

Article 62 (1) The Media Committee is investigating and delivering judgments on all issues related to the work of media during football competitions administrated by the BFU.

(2) The committee is coordinating and assisting the operation of the bodies and the members of the BFU to provide for proper working conditions for media representatives during the football competitions under Paragraph 1.
(3) The committee is cooperating with international media organizations in the field of football.

Committee for the Football Agents
Article 63 (1) The Committee for the Football Agents is controlling the operation of the football agents and imposing sanctions on them, the football players or clubs for violations done.
(2) The Committee for the Football Agents shall keep a register of the football agents under a procedure specified by the executive committee.

(3) The conditions and the procedure for imposing sanctions as well as their kind and size, are specified in Regulations approved by the BFU Executive Committee that should comply with the FIFA requirements.

Beach Football Committee

Article 64 The Beach Football Committee is organizing and holding the beach football competitions and it is delivering judgments with regard to all the issues related to its practicing and development.

Technical Committee

Article 65 (1) The Technical Committee shall issue or revoke the license of a coach, and it is keeping a register of the current coaches within the BFU system.

(2) The Technical Committee is responsible for and is monitoring the compliance with the requirements for the activities of the trainers; it is performing the coordination between the BFU Trainers’ School, the National Sports Academy and the international organizations on trainers’ issues.

Committee for Work with Veterans

Article 66 (1) The Commission operates with veterans – football players, coaches, referees, delegates and football functionaries within in the BFU system.

(2) The Commission is organizing the celebration of anniversaries, assists veterans’ competitions and makes proposals to the Executive Committee for measures for their social assistance if needed.

Section VI

Secretary’s Office. Administration

Secretary’s Office

Article 67 (1) The Secretary’s Office is organizing the implementation of the decision of the Executive Committee by the other auxiliary bodies and BFU’s administration.

(2) The Secretary’s Office includes the Executive Director and the managers of departments within the BFU’s administration.

(3) The operation of the Secretary’s Office is managed by the Executive Director.

Executive Director

Article 68 The Executive Director:

1. Is responsible for all administrative, organizational, sporting and technical operation of the BFU;

2. Is organizing the implementation of the resolutions of the BFU’s Congress and the Executive Committee;

3. Is preparing the sessions of the Executive Committee and is responsible for the preparation and filing the minutes of proceedings;

4. Is preparing the sessions of the standing committees and is responsible for filing of the minutes of proceedings;

5. Is responsible for the composition and the filing of documents related to the operation of the other BFU’s bodies;

6. Is maintaining relations with the BFU members and is assisting the President in his relations with FIFA, UEFA and the other international and national sports organizations;

7. Is coordinating the work of the zone and regional councils, the commissions and the other auxiliary bodies;

8. Is endorsing the organizational and administrative structure and the structure of the BFU, and submits them to the Executive Committee for approval;

9. Is endorsing the job descriptions for the BFU’s employees;

10. Is concluding employment contracts with BFU’s employees; it is modifying and terminating employment relations with the employees;

11. Is concluding contracts on the behalf of and at the expense of the BFU according to the authorities granted by the President and the Executive Committee.

Administration

Article 69 (1) The Executive Director is managing the Administration.

(2) The organization and the operation of the Administration are stipulated by regulations endorsed by the Executive Committee after a proposal of the Executive Director.

Zone and Regional councils

Article 70 (1) The zone and regional councils are bodies of the BFU and they operate on territorial principle as follows:
1. Zone Council – on the territory of several regions specified by the Executive Committee;

2. Regional Council – on the territory of a region coinciding with the territorial division of the country.

(2) The zone and regional councils shall:

1. Organize the implementation of the resolutions of BFU’s bodies;

2. Organize and implement the state and zone calendar of sports for the amateur football and for juniors and youth football;

3. Organize and perform the cooperation with the territorial state authorities and local self-government authorities.

(3) The councils are directed by a chairman who is a member of the respective council. The Chairmen of the Regional Councils are members of the Zone Council from the zone in concern.

Section VII

Sport Jurisdiction

Disciplinary bodies

Article 71 (1) The disputes within the system of the BFU are resolved according to the provisions of the Statute and the internal regulations by the union’s disciplinary bodies:

1. Disciplinary Committee;

2. Appellate Committee;

3. Licensing Committee;

4. Appellate Committee on Licenses.

(2) The powers, the organization and the operation of the commissions specified in Paragraph 1, items 1 and 2, are stipulated by a Disciplinary Regulations that must comply with FIFA Disciplinary Code.
(3) The powers, the organization and the operation of the committees specified in Paragraph 1, items 3 and 4 are stipulated by Ordinance on the National Club Licensing that must comply with FIFA and UEFA rules for club licensing.

(4) The Disciplinary Regulations under Paragraph 2 and the Ordinance on the National Club Licensing under Paragraph 3 are endorsed by the BFU Executive Committee.

(5) The members of the Disciplinary and Appellate Committees shall not be persons elected or appointed in other bodies of the BFU or permanently involved in their work.

Disciplinary Committee

Article 72 (1) The Disciplinary Committee consists of seven members, and the chairman of the committee must have higher education on law.

(2) The Disciplinary Committee can take resolutions if at least four of its members are present on the session.
(3) The Disciplinary Committee is imposing the provided in the Statute penalties to football clubs – members, football players, coaches, officials or managers, and football players’ agents in the cases and under the procedure stipulated by the Discipline Regulations. The Disciplinary Committee is implementing within the BFU system the penalties imposed by the FIFA and UEFA authorities.

Appellate Committee

Article 73 (1) The Appellate Committee consists of seven members. The chairman of the committee must have higher education on law.

(2) The Appellate Committee can take resolutions if at least four of its members are present on the session.

(3) The Appellate Committee is investigating and delivering judgments on claims against resolutions of the Disciplinary Committee.

Disciplinary Penalties
Article 74 (1) The following disciplinary measures may be imposed on the FCs-members for violations done during or on occasion of their operation within the BFU system, breaching the provisions of the Code of Discipline or other internal regulations of the BFU:

The following disciplinary sanctions may be imposed on the FCs-members for violations committed during or in connection with their operation within the BFU system, the provisions of the Disciplinary Regulations or other internal instruments of BFU:

1. Warning;

2. Reprimand;

3. Fine or property sanction;

4. Annulment of the result of a match;

5. Order that a match be replayed;

6. Deduction of points (for the current or in future competition);
7. Order that a match be forfeited;
8. Playing of a match behind closed doors;
9. Full or partial stadium closure;
10. Depriving from Home match/Playing of a match on a third party playground;
11. Prohibition on registering new players in a transfer period;

12. Restriction on the number of players that a club may register for participation for a championship or tournament;

13. Transferring the team to a lower division or level;

14. Withdrawal of a title or award;

15. Withdrawal of a licence;
16. Exclusion.

(2) The individuals participating in championships and tournaments or performing activities related to football may be imposed the following disciplinary measures:

1. Warning;

2. Reprimand;

3. Suspension for a specified football match;

4. Fine;

5. Suspending for a specified number of matches or for definite period of time;

6. Ban on football-related activities for a specified number of matches or for definite period of time;

7. Withdrawal of a title or award
8. Withdrawal of a licence
(3) The disciplinary measures may be combined if it is provided in the Disciplinary Rules or other internal document of the BFU.

Licensing Committee

Article 75 (1) The Licensing Committee consists of five members. The chairman and the vice-chairman of the committee must have higher education on law.

(2) The Club Licensing Committee can take resolutions if at least three of its members are present on the session.

(3) The Club Licensing Committee is granting, denying or suspending licenses to the football clubs for participation in the national or international competitions or tournaments in conformity with the rules, procedures and criteria for club licenses of BFU, UEFA and FIFA.

(4) Licensing Committee imposes fines or property sanctions for violations of the licensing procedures.

Appellate Committee on Licenses

Article 76 (1) The Appellate Committee on Licenses consists of five members. The chairman must have higher education on law.

(2) The Committee can take resolutions with majority of all its members.

(3) The Committee is delivering judgments on appeals against resolutions of the Licensing Committee.

Court of Arbitration at the BFU

Article 77 (1) All disputed between FCs – members, football players, coaches, other officials, official or medical persons and players’ agents resulting from their relations within the BFU system that are not included in the exclusive competence of the Disciplinary Committee and the Appellate Committee, the Licensing Committee and the Appellate Committee on Licenses shall be considered and resolved by the Court of Arbitration at the BFU.
(2) The powers, the membership, the organization and the operation of the Court of Arbitration mentioned in Paragraph 1 as well as the arbitration fees are stipulated by statute, regulations and tariff endorsed by the Executive Committee.

Exclusive Competence of the Disciplinary Bodies of the BFU

Article 78 (1) All disputes within the system of the union shall be considered and resolved by the bodies and according to the procedure stipulated by this Statute, in compliance with the provisions of BFU’s Statute and internal regulations

(2) The football clubs – members of BFU, their members, football players, coaches and other officials, official or medical persons and the players’ agents cannot refer to courts of the Republic of Bulgaria disputes that are resulting from their relations within the union’s system.

Competence of FIFA and UEFA Disciplinary Bodies

Article 79 (1) The disciplinary bodies of FIFA and UEFA consider and resolve disputes between the members of various national federations or various confederations caused by their relations within the system of the international sports organization in concern.

Implementation of the Resolutions of FIFA and UEFA Bodies
Article 80 (1) The Court of Arbitration for Sport in Lausanne, Switzerland, is the only competent arbitration authority that considers and resolves disputes concerning the relationships in FIFA and UEFA. 

(2) The BFU provides for and is responsible that his affiliated members, football players, coaches, other officials and football players’ agents who participate in football competitions or operate at the territory of the country shall accurately fulfil the decision of FIFA and UEFA bodies and the valid decision of the Court of Arbitration for Sport with registration office in Lausanne, Switzerland.

Section VIII

Other Associations of the Football Clubs-Members of BFU

Professional Football League

Article 81 (1) The Professional Football League (PFL) is uniting FCs that develop and perform football sy professional level to protect their interests before the BFU authorities.

(2) BFU interacts with PFL in the following activities:

1. Holding competitions under the conditions and the procedure stipulated by the ordinance for national Championships which is ratified each year;

2. Assisting the football clubs when acquiring license, concluding contracts and transferring players;

3. Negotiating and preparing contracts for centralized sale of advertising and TV rights for the games from the professional leagues.

(3) The PFL is entitled to receive part of the income from the football competitions held within the system of the BFU, from advertising and TV programs, as well as from other sources. The procedure for spending and accounting of the funds shall be stipulated by the Executive Committee.

(4) The PFL cooperates in terms of organization and personnel with the bodies of the BFU. The PFL participates with own representatives in the standing committees.

(5) The statute, the regulations and the resolutions of the PFL bodies shall not contradict with the BFU’s Statute and internal regulations.

Amateur Football League

Article 82 (1) The Amateur Football League (AFL) is uniting football clubs with amateur teams in order to protect their interest before BFU’s bodies.

(2) The AFL is assisting BFU’s bodies in the management and control of the championships and tournament for amateurs.

(3) The AFL is entitled to receive funds from the BFU for the development of amateur football. The procedure for spending and the accounting of the funds shall be stipulated by the Executive Committee.

(4) The AFL cooperates in terms of organization and personnel with the bodies of the BFU.

(5) The statute, the regulations and the resolutions of the AFL bodies shall not contradict with BFU’s Statute and internal regulations.

Chapter Four

ASSETS OF THE BFU

Section I

Assets

BFU Assets
Article 83 The BFU has assets that consist of money, tangible and intangible assets, rights of ownership, intellectual property rights and other material rights that are allowed by law.

Budget

Article 84 (1) The BFU operates in conformity with the budget passed by the Congress for the program period in concern. The revenues and costs are managed in conformity with the law and to ensure their balance during the financial year.

(2) The Executive Committee is entitled to make corrections in the budget within the parameters approved by the congress for the financial year. 

(3) The financial year of BFU shall begin on January 1, and it shall end on December 31 of the current year.

Accounting. Obligation to Keep Accounting Books

Article 85 (1) The accounting of the BFU is performed in compliance with the requirements of the Accountancy Act, the National Chart of Accounts and the accounting standards.

(2) The Executive Committee shall appoint a certified public accountant or special auditing company to audit the operation of the BFU.

(3) The annual financial statement shall be approved after it is verified by the certified public accountant.

(4) The Executive Committee shall prepare once a year a report about the operation of the BFU in compliance of the legal requirements and shall publish a notice about its preparation, as well as where, when and how it can be read.

(5) The BFU shall keep books with minutes of the proceedings of the collective bodies. The chairman of the session and the person who has prepared the minutes must certify the minutes and are responsible for their true contents.

Section II

Funding the Operation

Sources of Income

Article 86 (1) The BFU has the following sources of income:

1. Membership fee;

2. Target grants from a state authority competent in the field of sports;

3. Allocations and grants from FIFA and UEFA;

4. Income from additional economic activity;

5. Income from advertising, as well as from TV and radio broadcasting of football games held by the BFU;

6. Allocation from all games played by the football clubs and the national teams which is designed for the juniors and youth football;

7. License fee and other fees which are paid by the football clubs in order to participate in football competitions;

8. Interest from the BFU’s accounts;

9. Donations and sponsorships;

10. Other sources not forbidden by law.

(2) Each year the Executive Committee specifies the license instalments, the referees’ and delegates’ fees as well as the other fees provided in the internal BFU documents.

Spending and Distribution of Assets

Article 87 (1) The received funds are spend for funding the operation of the BFU complying with the budget, after a resolution of the Executive Committee and in compliance with the legal requirements.

(2) Indigent football players, coaches, referees, officials, medical personal or employees, and proved football figures may be supported with BFU budget resources after a resolution of the Executive Committee.

Assets after Termination of the BFU Operation

Article 88 (1) In case of terminating the operation, the BFU assets will be distributed to access the claims of the creditors.

(2) The assets left after accessing the claims of the creditors, will be distributed according to the conditions and under the procedure stipulated in the Law on the Non-Profit Corporate Bodies.

Awards

Article 89 (1) The BFU can honour with titles and award football clubs, football players, coaches, functionaries, officials and medical persons, referees and football figures for their contribution to the development of the Bulgarian football.

(2) The titles, the awards and the procedure for honouring with titles and awarding are stipulated by the Executive Committee.

Chapter Five

FOOTBALL COMPETITIONS IN THE BFU SYSTEM

Section I

General Provisions

Competence of the BFU

Article 90 The BFU is organizing and administrating the championships, tournaments and other football competitions in all aspects of the football game that are held on the territory of the country.

Regulations for Football Competitions

Article 91 (1) The organization and the implementation of football competitions under the procedure of Article 90 are regulated by regulations approved by the Executive Committee or a authority appointed by it.

(2) The instruments for the organization and holding of football competitions can be changed upon the expiry of the sporting-competition year.

Obligation to Participate

Article 92 (1) Each football club must participate in the football championships, tournaments and other competitions held by the BFU according to its statute and the qualification of its teams.
(2) Football club that participates in a particular division or league in the national championship should also participate on the respective level with its junior and youth teams; The number of the junior and youth teams is specified in the Regulation on Championships and Tournaments within the system of BFU.

Participation in Other Football Competitions

Article 93 The teams of the football clubs – members of BFU can organize and participate in other football competitions in the country only after a decision of the Executive Committee.

Players’ Statute

Article 94 (1) The players within the system of the BFU are professional football players and amateur football players.

(2) The players’ statute, sporting and transfer rights are stipulated by internal instruments approved by the Executive Committee.

Laws of the Game

Article 95 The teams of the football clubs – members of BFU must play according to the Laws of the Game adopted by the International Board (IFAB), respectively the futsal rules or the beach football rules, adopted by the FIFA Executive Committee.

Section II

Advertising, TV and Radio Broadcasting of Football Competitions

Holder of Rights

Article 96 (1) The BFU is holder of the exclusive rights for advertising, TV and radio broadcasting of all football competitions organized and administrated by the union.

(2) The BFU is holder of the exclusive rights for advertising, TV and radio broadcasting, broadcasting in Internet and by mobile phones, video and audio records, CD, DVD, video games, broadcasting by optic devices or by satellites, or broadcasting by any and all known ways as well as by others that will be accessible in future at the matches of the national football teams.

(3) BFU is exclusive holder of the team image rights of national football teams. The rights will be exercised in conformity with the law and the FIFA and UEFA rules.

(4) The football clubs are holders of the rights for advertising, TV and radio broadcasting of organized by them traditional and regional football competitions apart from the national calendar or sports.

(5) In case of football competitions organized by international football organizations the rights under Paragraph 1 – 3 shall be exercised according to the rules of these organizations.

Exercising Rights

Article 97 (1) The BFU and the Executive Committee shall exercise the rights under the previous article according to the provisions of the Statute, the law and FIFA and UEFA rules.

(2) The BFU shall represent the football clubs when concluding contracts for centralized sale of these rights.

(3) The procedure according to which the football clubs exercise their rights for advertising, TV and radio broadcasting of football competitions, as well as the distribution of the funds received from the contracts for centralized sale of these rights shall be stipulated by a regulation that shall be endorsed by the Executive Committee after coordination with the PFL.

Footage of Football Competitions

Article 98 (1) In order to satisfy the public interest towards football, the TV and Radio operators licensed and registered according by the Radio and Television Act that do not have the exclusive rights for the event and they are not sub-licensed by the rights holder, can receive from the licensed one the filming materials and can broadcast footage of the football competitions in volume specified in conformity with the law.

(2) With the explicit consent of the exclusive rights holder, at meetings that the holder will not film, non-sub-licensed operators can be allowed to film materials and they will have the right to broadcast footage with duration up to 90 seconds.

(3) The clubs must allow access, appropriate working conditions and to render cooperation to the exclusive rights holder as well as to the sub-licensed by the holder operators.

(4) The footage must have duration up to 90 seconds and can be broadcasted in news and sport programs only. They cannot be broadcasted more than 3 times per week, as well as be transferred to other TV operators.

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS

§ 1. Within the meaning of this Statute:

1. “Transfer of a player” is the change in the club affiliation and in the sporting rights of the football player;

2. “Professional football player” is a person who is playing football as a main profession;

3. “Amateur football player” is a person who is systematically training and playing football but this is not his/her main profession;

4. “Internal instruments” are the regulations, ordinances, statutes and resolutions endorsed by the Congress, the Executive Committee or committees authorized by it, and other auxiliary bodies of the BFU with regard to the application of the Statute or any of its provisions;

5. “License instalments” are the amounts due by the football clubs for participation in the respective national championships.

6. “Systematic violation” – in case when three or more penalties were imposed to a football club or physical person during one sporting year.

7. “Program Period” is the period of the Executive Committee mandate.

8. “Regular member” is a football club, accepted as a member on the basis of a decision of the BFU General Assembly (congress) and is not in the process of termination of membership.

TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

§ 2. The BFU Executive Committee will specify the term for submitting declarations for acknowledgement of the jurisdiction and decisions of the Court of Arbitration at the BFU.

§ 3 The unsettled in this statute issues will be solved by the BFU Executive Committee by applying the relevant FIFA and UEFA statutes and regulations, the provisions of the current legislation as well as the relevant international agreements being in force for the Republic of Bulgaria.

This Statute contains the amendments and addendums made with resolutions of the general assembly (Congress) of the Bulgarian Football Union (BFU) held on February 16, 2018.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:
Borislav Popov

PRESIDENT OF BFU:

Borislav Mihaylov

The undersigned, Rositsa Petrova Karadzhova, certifies the truth of the Bulgarian-English translation of the enclosed document. The translation includes 24 pages. 

Translator:

Rositsa Petrova Karadzhova
Statute of the BULGARIAN FOOTBALL UNION (BFU)

February 16, 2018


